76           THE NORTH WEST VOYAGE OF SEBASTIAN CABOT
Colombo the Genoese had discovered the coast of the Indies, and it was much spoken of in the court of King Henry VII, who then reigned, where they said it was a thing rather divine than human to have found that way never before known to go to the East where the spices are produced, 'Whence there was born in me [said Sebastian Cabot] a great desire and an eagerness of heart that I should do some signal deed also, and knowing by reason of the sphere that if I sailed by way of the north west I should have a shorter road to find the Indies, I at once communicated my thought to his majesty, who was very pleased and equipped for me two caravels with all things needful, and it was, I believe, in 1496 at the beginning of summer. And I began to sail towards the north-west, thinking not to find land until I came to Cathay, and from thence to turn towards the Indies. But at the end of some days I discovered land, which ran to the north, which greatly displeased me; and then going along the coast to see if I could find some gulf which turned, it fell out that having gone as far as 56 degrees under our pole, seeing that there the coast turned eastwards, and despairing of finding a gulf, I turned back to examine again the same coast from that region towards the equinoctial, always with the purpose of finding a passage to the Indies, and came as far as that part now called Florida. And, my victuals being short, I decided to return to England, where, on my arrival, I found great disturbances, of the people in rebellion and of a war with Scotland. There was no further thought of sailing to those parts, for which reason I came to Spain, to the Catholic King and to Queen Isabella, who having heard what I had done received me and made good provision for me, arranging for me to sail along the coast of Brazil, in order to explore it, on which voyage I found a very great and wide river, now-called La Plata. I wished to navigate it and ascended it more than 600 leagues, finding it always most beautiful and inhabited by multitudes of people, who in wonderment ran to see me, and into which an incredible number of tributaries run. I made afterwards many other voyages, which I pretermit, and at last finding myself old I wished to rest, so many experienced and valiant young sailors having come to the fore; and now here I am with this charge that you know of, enjoying the fruits of my labours.' This is what I learned from Signor Sebastian Cabot".